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Invisible Man 


Prompt: Analyze the hospital scene 

1. Laiali - I feel like as the doctor’s asking about his past, name, mother, other personal questions, he no longer knows them to the point that it never existed (characterization)  When a baby is born, they know nothing; he is being asked over and over and he’s pushing himself to recall the memories 

2. Ali – he’s more of an infant being brought into the world; he’s unable to respond; unable to see, speak, or move. He’s just in the pit of darkness in his inner world; (plunging/diving/torpid tides  using diction to create imagery of being immersed in water - baptism or womb) he’s unresponsive
lonely throughout the birth
3. Tahany – he was in the hospital but a factory hospital (metaphor) ; you have no clue who you are when you’re born. He’s being born from a specific place, a factory hospital; they're creating him. You’re a product of them. The images they give you, he comes to consciousness. Wearing all white. Sees floating fingers and face and stuff. The glass case its like a womb he has no idea what's going on (metaphor – womb) When they take him out they ask him the questions, they give birth to him and establish his identity

4. Alaa - Different parts, they talk about the female pain, a woman giving birth and labor. Gentle hands moved over me, they're cleaning the baby, a huge iridescent bubble = womb; baby being covered; a good way to foreshadow chapter 12, to reinvent his personality.

5. Tahany – he doesn’t know who his mother. He heard a mother scream no but it’s a machine screaming. Babies are surprisingly strong – he is too

6. Manal – glass box like an incubator. You're waiting for a baby to come out. 

7. Manal - When they were asking him the questions. They were using a child’s slate; they were using the one they ask little kids 

8. Alaa – with the first question, how has he been reborn? First thing I thought of was Mary. (allusion) He has a new mother, he went into the world and he didn’t know what was going on. He was rediscovering himself. 

9. Tahany – yeah he goes back to it; he’s reliving the stuff he had before. He’s excited about the simplest things; reminding him of the past

10. Marwa – in chapter 12, he says he can't live very much longer as a … he has moved on from that point he needs a new one 

11. Ali – hes trying to reinvent himself. He has a new self confidence where he’s more aware of his surroundings and he now knows… hes looking for a purpose. Hes trying to find out what he must do and how he must do it

12. Zahra – he lost his sense of direction (p 258); who was i? how had I come to be? At end of chapter 11, he tried to do what he wanted to do…in chapter 12, he was… ? “in the obsession with my identity, had returned with a vengeance”; chapter 13 he becomes more himself (with the speech). 

13. Farah – the ideologies that sheltered him are gone 

14. Uzma – im not afraid of trusting people anymore; he did slowly change with what he was doing before. It wasn’t the right thing before. 

15. Tahany – he asked for Mr. Norton

16. Zahra – that was before. 


Sample passage analysis:

In Ellison’s Invisible Man, the factory hospital scene uses characterization, metaphors, and an allusion to convey a significant and inevitable turning point in IM’s life. While he, at first, was a blind, submissive, black citizen in a white society, he was reborn into an enlightened and self-aware person.


Through the various images that Ellison conveys, he characterizes IM as a powerless baby enclosed in a womb in the hospital. EVIDENCE. Explain. EVIDENCE. Explain.

