

	Level descriptors

	Criterion A:  Content
	Understanding
	9-10  You demonstrate perceptive/deep/ insightful/intuitive understanding of the subject by effectively analyzing ALL parts of the issue/task
7-8  You show good understanding of the subject by analyzing each part of the issue/task
5-6  You show sufficient/good enough understanding of subject

a. You answer the topic/ques., but don’t go all that deep. You may stray from the task occasionally

3-4  You show a limited/basic understanding of the topic, addressing most parts of the issue/task
a. You are usually focused, but may include unnecessary detail
1-2  You have little/no understanding of the subject (misinterpret task)
	Criterion C:  Style and Language Usage
	Style and Language
	9-10  Sentences greatly vary in structure (to convey meaning and create effects); written in active voice
     a.  Your vocabulary is always appropriate/well-suited, greatly varied, advanced/sophisticated, precise/specific and  engaging so the reader feels connected to you personally
7-8  Sentences are clear and basically vary in structure (to create interest) AND in length
     a.  Vocabulary is appropriate (fancy, proper, and well-suited), generally varied, and interesting
5-6  Sentences have some structural variety (repetition is evident) AND/OR in length

     a.  Your vocabulary is quite standard, mostly appropriate, a little repetitive, yet remains a bit interesting
3-4  Sentences have little structural variety (sentences sound similar in nature) AND hardly vary in length (choppy in places)
     a.  Your vocabulary is inappropriate in places (awkward word choices or errors in diction), somewhat repetitive, and a tad uninteresting
1-2  Sentence structure is very repetitive (little or no variance) AND the length is repetitive (sounding robotic and choppy)
     a.  Your vocabulary is awkward/inappropriate, repetitive, and dull

	
	Development
	9-10  You include illustrative detail, development, and support, analyzing the topic with sound reasoning AND ample convincing evidence
a. Student has included specific examples and explained the significant of the examples in a way that illuminates a unique and enlightening greater message about both texts 
7-8  You include substantial detail, development, and support, analyzing the topic with some sound reasoning and sufficient convincing evidence
a. Student has included specific examples from each work and explained them, connecting the examples to a greater message about both texts.
5-6  You include adequate detail, development, and support, analyzing the topic with some reasoning and persuasive evidence

3-4  You include insufficient detail, development, and support, supporting an analysis with some basic, weaker evidence

a. Student has included examples from each work but does not explain them in depth, confusing the reader about the relevance of some examples to the essay.
1-2  You significantly lack detail, and/or development, providing little and/or no support for an analysis of the topic
	
	
	

	Criterion B:
	Organization
	9-10  The response achieves unity through a natural progression of ideas, sequenced through lines of thought (using creative and unique transitions) rather than external organizational patterns
a. Ideas being expressed build on each other in a complex, creative, thoughtful manner
7-8  The response offers a well-sequenced beginning, middle, and end, with a logical progression of ideas through good, original trans
     a.      Ideas being expressed build on each other
b. You make good use of original transitions
5-6  The response offers a clear beginning, middle, & end (w/strong trans.), but it may seem restricted by an organizational formula
a. Ideas are logically grouped
3-4  Work shows the beginnings of organization using predictable, and/or basic/simple/dull/humdrum transitions
     a.     Only some ideas are logically grouped—you tend to digress from the main point at times
1-2  The response shows little evidence of organization with few transitions connecting important points/ideas
     a.     You have no real structure
	
	Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar
	9-10  The writing is clear, sophisticated, and persuasive, while the spelling, punctuation, and grammar contain very few errors

7-8  The writing is clear though not as convincing as it could/should be; the spelling, punctuation, & grammar may contain occasional errors 

5-6  The work’s spelling, punctuation, & grammar contains some errors

3-4  The work’s spelling, punctuation, and grammar contains regular errors (interferes with meaning)

1-2  The work’s spelling, punctuation, and grammar contains a great amount of errors (greatly interferes with meaning)
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