Name: _____________________________________

Piecing together the writing puzzle
FCA Group Work – Each editor must go through all of the questions for their assigned section.
I. Formal Writing

a. Does the document look like a formal paper? Something to be submitted to a journal or a publication? Readable, clear font? Appropriate margins?

b. Does the writer use “I” or “we”?  How can we edit these out to make it more formal?

c. Does the writer make judgment or quality statements about the piece of literature? How can we make these claims more like an analysis than a praise piece?

d. Are names spelled properly?

e. Are contractions used at all? How can we edit these out?

f. Are transitions as formal as possible?

g. Are all words spelled correctly?

Signature of editor:

II. Organization

a. Is punctuation used correctly and to advance meaning throughout the paragraph?

b. Is there an interesting title?

c. Is the thesis introduced early enough?
d. Is every sentence utilized to support the thesis?

e. Is the order of the sentences a logical flow? Or is it confusing?

Signature of editor:

III. Focus statement/Thesis

a. Does the focus statement directly respond to the prompt?

b.  Is the focus statement a run on?

c. Is the focus statement something compelling and strong? Complex syntax?
d. Is the thesis something that can be supported?

e. Is the thesis supported with sufficient, convincing evidence?

f. Does the thesis make a unique point?

g. Where is the thesis located? Is this a logical location?

Signature of editor:


IV. Conclusion 

a. Does the conclusion wrap up and reiterate the thesis?

b. Does the conclusion repeat the thesis in a way that takes away from the message of the paragraph?

c. Does the conclusion wrap up all of the points brought up nicely?

d. Is the conclusion brought in abruptly?

e. Could the conclusion use more lead-in to make the transition to the end smoother?

Signature of editor:


V. Writer’s personal notes:

a. How can I make this a strong paragraph that can stand on its own?

b. What do I need to do to create a stronger thesis?

c. Do I provide sufficient evidence for my claims?

d. Which grammar/spelling skills should I personally be working on?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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